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1 is like Sow ano think Ari „5 
> how theſe few * in the Cloſe 

in here, ofter- the going Part 
fl was: finiſhed ; but tho 1 Deer one 
Defien and Intereſt, yet was nat this Wl 
then intended until the former was. done, 
an it might tend to à folid\Uſeiand Þ 


Fruit unto any, I fball Ferbeur a 725 
ther Apology, . „ 


-Þ may trols 8 955 the Weigh of: Fe f 
Subjedt hath carried it fame farther ; 
Length than was "deſigned, e 2 fo] 
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4 "To the READER. 
q * ary Thing of this Kind, that throuk 


F my Deſire to avoid any. unneceſſary mul- 
liphing of Words, I fear Jeſt it may 
male ſome. Things ſeem a little dark at 
E the firſt View: Tho I hope, not upon 
any ſerious Peruſal of the ſame. Two 
| 44 1 want further crave Leave to 
'a 
* 5 That auhen ſome fuccin&.V ew of 
© the” great Aſfſtances, | and Cont rmati- 
| ons of our Faith is here offered, which 
© theſe of the loweſt Capacity of the 
E Church, might | with that Advantage 
improve, as in a few Hours, 6 read- 
© ing it ſometimes over, may we? a o far 
& impreſſed on their Mind and Judg ment, 
| that they could give ſome clear. 2 Ju- 
drious Account thereof; it may be by 
fab, but ſeriouſly weighed, and taken 
10 Heart * _ concern Lhe 8 dere 
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"2. "That 1 hunbh. judge as, it were 
a ha fpectal ar Fu "the Truth in 
F '2bis Day, to have ſome ſhort Directory, and 
Er ances of the Se Ads of the 
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To the READER. FI 
Lind, and Monuments. of. hrs. Provin 5 


* that Manner held forth, as e 
t tend to ſome univerſal Uſe of all 
a the C — I confeſs, my . 1 
fire preſſed me to ſome ſmall Eſſay | 
herem, with Intent to have joined it to 
this Work, but having with much Con- 
uidion laid this "wholly afide, as to any 
urther Appearance that Way, ſo is it 


qualified, might | ale Heart, 
ind under their-. * "G great 
Service, both for- their G onen and 
Poſterity. E is "fare, the” Lord bath 
deſig ak his. People to be” taught the 
Creatreſ; F his orks, as well as the 
Precepts of” his Word, and as no Duty 
% more preſſed than. this under the Ola 


mily Inftrution, 0 are we no leſs a 
2-55 in theſe laſt Times, for this 
mprovement, of ſuch as are of: known, - 
public, and lndatroulable Evidence, and 
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dence now: under the New Teſtament, 


with an earneſt: Deere, babes Fon: more 


eſtament, both as to Publick and Fu. Ji / 


bould ve the Gre: of each Age to 1 Tad 


READER. 
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Ss HO the Meaſure of all Chriſti 
ans Eſtabliſhment in the Trath © 
be not alike, but muſt have 

wen  Reſpe@to their different Trials, 
alents, and Improvements for this End; 


yet may it caufe Aſtoniſh ment to ſee, | 
how rate wy — of this Kind 2 18 now. 


2 A Deſcription: ef dhe confirmed 
to be found. When 'tis not only one of 
| 10 a more than ordinary Way called for, 
as the Work of this Day; yea, being this 
is a Part of Religion, Which ſeems leaf 
improved of any, for the more general 
State of Profefſors within the Church 
under ſome Conviction hereof, was this 
Eflay deſigned; wherein; with humble 
Confidence, I may ſay, the Truth hath 
been ſought with that ſerious Enquiry in. 
to the Nature of theſe Things held forth, 
as I judged needful for ſach, who have 
© fo great an Intereſt, and adventure not 
* only through Time, but for all Eternity, 
to ſupport themſelves upon the alon: 
& Certainty hereof; and ere theſe Days d 
Trial, Which we now fee, paſs over thi 
Generation, it may be found; this wall 
not unſeaſonable;. or without Cauſe dire 
= Cedto ſucha Time, if the Lord gracious 
Iy bleſs the ſame; nor will it, I Fob, * 
found unneceſſary to preſent yet further 
ſome clear Proſpect of a Confirmed Sat 
iin Religion, and what thofe ought to be 
Who, with Light, and Aſſurance of Mind 
gare like to follow the Lord fully in {ucf'© 
A2 Day which is here offered in a fever 
w A 
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State of a CnIISTIAN. 3 
wed Chriſtian in | the Truth, 7 6 bis Pro: 
n Mey be fate... 1 e 
1513 15 is tf) 
| C erz 455 11 a 
(3; [1% 1125 1 
He i is one, tuo bath entothen ens and 
reſſion of this great Study for attaining 
p 4 confirmed State in Religion, and is 
n higher Grounds preſſed to follow | the © 
me, than moſt of the viſible Church do 
probend; 0G Thould be thus conſidered. 


oe 
t. As one to whom the Glori of the 
Iritian Profeſſion is in the higheſt De- 
ee dear; and who would have the World 
: that ſuch as-embrace the ſame, and 
mo 5000 i W 't - -—W 
y of God bert p. Yord, are thoſe. who: 
Ak on the. 12 gheſt Principles of true and: 
ightned R. =" "7x yea, who take deep 
to Heart, that Obligation which is rt =. 
who deſire: to advance the Repute, 
d Honour of the Truth, to he in az, 
ms therewith upon its own Evidence, 


ire. 
Jul 


he 


tat 
| be t they may. know how to confute and 
ina me Atheiſts, and Infidels, if called 


{ud reunto. : :.. 5 
110 2. Who * alſo, that ſuch 1 18 the State 
* lallen Man, as ae in need of all 
22 NONE ne the 
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4 „ * Deſeriprion If" = p< 
\ the Contributions that can be, not on]; 


1 to ſtrengthen the Chriſtians Faith, to beat 
out againſt the ſtron Aſſaults of "Infide 

| lity, but to gaht allo more Credit and 
Veneration to the Truth, with thoſe wh 
t are not ceaſily dealt with, but by ſuc 
"Lt dear ſome Congruity 10 dhe 
ight and Reaſon; for whi 
the Lord bh afforded his miniſte 
mal Helps, to render the Unbeliei of th 
Fase and all Pretence of He ſitation 
out his Truths more inexcuſable. 
3. He alſo fees, that the moſt-impo 
tart and fundamental Truths of Chriki 

$ | nity, need the greateſt Confirmation | 
I Faith ; and: thoſe, who enter into . 
and diſcriminating 4 Profeſſion fro.” 
Reſidue of: the Werld, need to kno” 
what Manner they embrace the fan 
He fees, that the natural Order of Thing: 
\ does abſolutely require to have the For 
datien ſure laid, on which ſo great a 3 
perſtructure muft teſt, fo as he judg 
ita Work by ittelf, and to need ſome | 
7 \euliar retiring bis Soul in the moſt te 
al du Receſs; and Compoſure thereof, 
- - attain a Stedfaſtneſs in the Truth, and 
Thou the ſtrong and firm Conveyunce 


that greatoſt Myſtery of the! ae 


) 


as 


4 


| Ba 
*” 


4 
wort 
+ 
898 
1 * 
y . 
1 1 
1 


i ; * 
* 
Mr = \ & * was 4 
4 = 


Gabon Se 2 > - „ 


o 


State of a CAI TIA? 1 
uch a Manner, as needs not a new Mi- \), Wl 
ade to conſirm the ſame, | But he knows, | 


i 
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hat no Sharpneſs of Mens natural Under» 
handing about the Truth, can ever attain | 

true Reſt, and Settlement of Mind 
herem, without an humble gad Teripus | | 
brit; ſtooping down before the Wildom | - 
God, and-entring as a little Child into 


0 
10 


School; and by that humble Practice 1 
od Obedience of the Goſpel, there is an ³⁵ 
aoubted coming, up to the greateſt A- 


wrance'and cleareft- Demonſtrations of |_| 

be fame, as Fobn vii. 17. E 24. 4 = 
4. He knows, that as nothing tends 
Wore to ſhake Mens Spirits, and Ragger | 
hem about the Truth, than a light and 
"Wanfient View hereof, ſo does the great i 
+ 2 2 the neareſt 
Approach by a deep and ſerieus Enquix 
10 out the faves and he clearty ſees, that 

ſuch; who look but at a Diſtance on the, | 
ay of Religion, did but once come to 
we their Spirits exceed in a more ſerious 

election thereon, the firſt View they > 
Would have, could not but be Matter of - 

onder and Amazement z to think what 
a" ſupport a Soul, in ſo maryellous a 
DW ay, as the Life and Practice of Chri- 

anty, which is ſo viſible above Na- é 
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ture, and that wherein they muſt do Vic 


part with the Multitude, and oppoſe 
ſnemſelves to the ſtrongeſt Tide of Ex 
ample, and muſt 'endure alſo in Hope 
and believe for Things not ſeen, . (whic 
were never the Object of :- himan Senſe, 
fo any in this Earth; and are oft called t 
dart with the moſt deſireable Things 

enſe, upon the alone Credit of thei 
Faith, yea, wherein they muſt ente 
that Proteſſion, on no other Terms, tha 
rs for the ſame, and: ſeal i 
with their Blood; ſo that he muſt nee 
fee a Chriſtian, according to the Ru 


and Inſtitution of the Goſpel, to be t 
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greateſt Riddle and Wonder of any Sigh 
Within Time; but when ſuch come mor 
dloſe and near upon this Trial, and hay 


once under ſtood the Nature and Greatne| 
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of that Security, which theſe have to ac 


venture on, and what is the Glory of the 
Hope, and the ſure Spring of their Suj 

ies, for their Work and Trials with! 
Time; then will this ſecond Wonderu 


A the firſt; how tis po 
15 


le, that ſuch are not of a more rail 
and enlarged Spirit, in the Service of ti 


Goſpel, in that ſhort e ; 
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Fate of a CnnISTIAN. 7. 7 
here for it on the Earth, and how their 
Pifficulty hould not be more, to bear 
the Joy of ſo great. a Proſpect and Expec- 
tation, than to bear any preſent Griefs wi 
and; Troubles. Lea, how a Man's Life, 
who indeed ſincerely makes the Chriſti= 
an Profeſſion, is not in ſome more conti- 
iued Tranſport of Raviſhment and Won- 
dering, to know, that they are ſurely 
made for their eternal State in another 
World, and are among thoſe, on whom 1\| 
the glorious God hath choſen to have the 
exceeding Riches of his Grace ſhewed 
forth, in the Regions of Bleſſedneſs a- 
Wia 1353 
N another Sight and Proſpect 
of- the Chriſtian Creed, than moſt who | 
Five an eaſy Aſſent thereunto; and hath 
is Reaſon ſo dazled with the Revelation ⁵⁶ 
of the Goſpel, and of the Wonders there= 
of, as bath 7 him to ſuch an Exerciſe, . 
as that 2 Chron. vi. 18. How to credit 
his Eyes therewith, the more deep Re- » 
flection he hath upon the ſame ; but will 

God in very Deed dwell ggith Men on the 
Earth,? He judgeth, that they, who after. 
i ſome. flacuating Suſpence, are. admitted 
to ſee the Truth of Chriſtianity, with *Þ 

| that Certainty of - its Evidence, as the F 
35) Bo. -  Oreathelenn 
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N ||that ranſport which the Angels ha 
h i ft ore whi when the Ward 
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8 A | Diſeriptin * the "Ry 
| Greatneſs of ſuch a Diſcovery does Jr 
now: may have ſome Reſfemblant 


ſang to ther, d the Sons of God 
houted for Joy; — ee F thus, 
0 were brought 171 nothing, 
TR ht of Nein 
God, and alſo theit own Bleſfednefs 1 5 
him, in ſo high a Degree. 80 that he ac- F 
ounts it one Ef the higheſt Attainments Mi 
f Religion, for a Chriffian indeed to be- Ma 
jeve the Articles of his own Faith, and St 
Have his Soul, as fully perſuaded hereof Mth 


> rg ng 0 
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| as df his Being; that ſuch a Time affur-Mth 


ſince MR; 


| edly was, and is now many Ages 


[| 1 palt, when the glorions Redeemer of the {pi 


Church, the ſecond Perſon of the God- Mw] 


1 | | head, came down from Heaven, and was WW 


3 revealed in gur Nature; that on him, as ſir: 
Surety to divine Juſtice i in the Room of WM 


[| the elect Church, was the whole Guilt 


and Sin thereof transferred ; and in this 


b marvellous Way did wn holy God take a 
i SatisfaQtion to himſelf, b "Hiafelf: that he 
thus oor Nature is exalted, by the Tncar- it 


nation of Chriſt above the Natare of An- 
gels; that. the Time is near, when the 


q meaneſ * en ſhall Take in 
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+ , State a CRI TIA 9 
ng other Air, than the Breathings of the! 
higher Paradiſe above, and now hath. an- 
Eternit of Joy and Blefledneſs before 
him; that, within a very little Time, he 0 
ſhall know this Welcome of our bleſſed = 
Redeemer to his Followers here on the 
Earth, Come ye blefſed of my Father, in-. 
lerit the Kingdom, &c. When he ſhall | } 
take off the. Croſs, and put on the Crown, 
hep it ſhall be then no more a Matter of | 
Faith, but of Senſe, to be partaker of 
that Inheritance with the Saints in Light; 
and know thoſe proper Manſions in that |- 

State of Glory, and peculiar Aſlignment 
thereunte, Which all the-Redeemed ſhall | 
then; haye; and be put in the fame | Wt 
Rank with the elect Angels; to be as thoſe | lM 
pure Flames of Love and Joy; yea, know | IM 
what it is to walk in the Streets of the [4 1 
New: Feruſalem, which are As Gold, | Tg” | 
ranfparent as Chriſtal; and what that ul 
Meeting will be of his Soul perfected; and 0 n 
1 2 trium hant State, with. his 0 glorified 5 

pody, raiſed incorruptible, and never to 
art any more; and to have his proper 
are of that bleſſed and greateſt Solem- WM 
uty, that ſhall be celebrated in Heaven; 
be Marriage-Supper of the Lamb, with | 1 

e whole triumphant Church; and hear ⁶. 
„§§Ü ex I'S 8 that 
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10 A Deſcription ef the confirmed 


.. f 
- 
* 
1 


that ſolemn Teſtimony of Approbation, 


ner converſe therewith, (tho' they be not 


7 


and glory in Tribulation, and to wee 


| ever; yea, to ſay in the Words of 1 


6. He accounts the ſtrengthning of hi; 
Faith, to be ſuch a Concern, not only 

yt is his Soul's Adventure for all Eternity, | 
but as the higheſt Way of glaxitying. a) 


that honourable Account which the great 
Judge will then. make of theſe Trials of 

is Faith, and ſharp Conflicts which he 
had gone through within Time; with 


which will be given hereof ! And, ſince 
tis ſure, theſe great Things muſt be 
Part of the Chriſtian Faith"; can it be 
ſtrange, that ſuch, as would in that Man 
yet ſeen) as no leſs undoubted Realiti, 
than any preſent Obĩects of Senſe, canno 
be eaſily ſatisfied with a low Degree « 
Eviderice and Confirmation - of thei 
Judgment; but would have their ſo 
perfected ſo far as this State of Mortalit 
can bear; and fo find it eaſy to rejoiq 


now for a Seaſon, who are to rejoice fo 


phibofheth, Let them take it all, and en 
Jay the ſame, ſince he, who is the ir Lis 

and exceeding Joy, lives and reigns, w 
32 infinitely better to them than all the: 
E Ho 
t 
er 
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tate of 4 CHRISTIAN, 11 
here + e eee ten ov x ante full Y 
Confirmation of the ſame, he reckons al- 
p one of the greateſt ———— 9 
und Comfort withia Time and that theſe Wi 
manifold Aſtiftances, (with ſuch Redu- 
jon: thereof,) which the Lord hath i } 
imſelf given for this End, are ſuch, 
mat no Fragments ot ſo rich a Talent 
ſhould: be loſt; and | tho” he knows the | 
Wrreateft Demonſtrations of our Faith can | 
add nothing to the Gertainty of divine 
— * in itſelf; yet are they thus given, |. 


tand in need of for 24 

it 7. Tis in this Stu ſees ac ti 
10 oHeart, how not only the Condition of 
Man in the Earth, but the Proſeſſion ok 
f hriſt alſo calls for ſuch a Reckoning, 
MM at he may have Trials in that Manner. 


Lie 


+ in the leaſt to ſtand bing but 


hel nil him, ſo that he muſt needs 
ballaſt now in its Seaſon, and be found- 

f tbereon, with that Aſhirance of Jndg> 

ly ent, as is needful for: that Da 

mw e maſt exther get through in the 


rd of the firong/Trials of a Chri- ll 
; ban Lite, and of has their Weakneſſes { 138 


ifpenſed, that no viſible Refuge will be JM 


| bumats Comfort and Affitance” will {i 
lay in $i 
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12 A Deſcription of the 'confirmed: 
| riſh, And tho no ſuch Attainments of 
1 „ ne bear out then, without preſent 

and immediate Influences from above, and 
that it is ſure, according to the Day, fo 
muſt the Chriſtian's Strength be, yet does 
be ſee alſo the Want of an eſtabliſhed 


Judgment, and of ſome proper Stock laid 
up of Aids and Aſſiſtances this Way a. 
1 ny Storm, is like to make {ad 
= Work among the Profeſſors of this Age, 
ere the Trials of ſuch a Time have done 
inen 
8. He ſees alſo; how the greateſt Con- 
teſt, which is this Day in the World, is 
WW betwixt God and Man, Ne the Truth 
and Aſſurance of his Word; and that the 
= higheſt Trial and Probation of a Chriſti 
an, in which all the Trials ot his Life dq 
till meet, may be reſolved here; if they 
receive the Teſtimony of God, in h 
Word, as an abſolute Security to rely on 
FX yea, or not. And tho' this is the pecull 
ar Glory of the only true God, to han 
lan abſolute Dependence of his whol 
Work on himſelf, and to be the alon 
entre of his People's Reſt; yet may 1 
thing be more evident, than that wit 
** moſt he bears that Name of being then 
Truſt; when the nnn, anſivg 
gp 2p RI . Weight. 
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weight thereof lies alone upon viſible 
Grounds , ſo that thoſe Bonds and Promi- 
ſes, which he hath himſelf given unto. 
Men, do bear no more Credit, than they 
have ſome external Surety of in the Earth, 


. 

Wl hich they ſtill look after, to ſtand, as it 

i vere, good and re tble for the ſame; 
cchich is the highe Indignity can be l- 

A {ered to the glorious Majeſty of God. 
„9. He does much take to Heart this al 
e preſent! Period of Time, wherein the flu- 


under à viſible Profeſſion of the Truth, - 


AH; and that it ſeems to be the Time, 
wherein the Lord will, in an unſual Way 
P | a 


chat great Roll of viſible Profeſſors in all 


in that Manner called, as each muſt an- 
wer: to his own Name, and be put td 


ts ow] Evidence, muſt bear one out; yea, 
hat the moſt eſtabliſhed may ere long 
nd it not eaſy to be kept from ftaggers 
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Way, 
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tuating Suſpence, and halting of ſo many 1 
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he Reformed Churches, may be ere long 


tand to the Proof before the World; When 
no temporal Intereſt, but internal Mo- 
Fives, and Certainty of the Truth, upon 


g; and a few Days come in the Church 


's now-one of the moſt diſmal Signs her- 


1 


24 A Deſcription of the confirms "op 
Way, more remarkable for Trial, "thai | 
have been in fte Ages bejos en 


| Crtatactir II. 


2 4 irnlp confirmed: Chriſtian, may be 
© thus _ — — _ 2 * 

mo 7 en up ur 
* rare Plot of Man's Redemption ; ani 
to ſee theſe great, and wonderful Truth 
E | there, not fingly, and apart, but in thut 
Harmony, Order, and Conſent of all the 


- 
C 
4 


Parts thereof, as they are linkt togethe 
min this marvellous Frame; fo as to ma 
E the Whole one entire Piece. And where 
© of no Part does in the leaſt interfere with 
3 — 45 Which he finds to be one of the 
* principal Demonſtrations of [thi 
=_ ne Myſtery ot the . which th 
1 Lord hath given for confirming his P 
Pe's Faith. And thus, in another Ma 
4s than formerly, can he now entertaul 
E Lb ; and, have his Joy un 
* £ eightened. 
=. 8 To ſet at once the ruined State 
fallen Man, and what a Flood-gate of 
'4 Nu is let Iooſe on Adams Race, not 0 
ly morally in Sin, but what is Penal i Io] 
. . and N thereof; Na Ba nc 
54 "a Stat 


— w ae $i 4 A 


"State of 4 CHRISTIAN. is | 
i State, where all hope of Relief is for 
ever cut off in the Way of Nature, or by . 
any created Help; and where the Execu+ * 
tion ot a righteous Sentence on Men for 
the voluntary Violation of a Law, juſt, 
holy, and good, can be no. Impeachment 
in the leaft of the Righteouſneſs of God; 
but then therewith he does fee, ſuch a Re- 
lief brought to Light, as can not only 
anfwer the whole Exrent of this Ruin, 
but the Glory of God more emmently ' 
lifplayed therein, than if the Law hack 
been obeyed, or abſolutely executed in 
its Penalty on the whole Race of Man. 
Yea, which makes this more wonderful, ³ 
to ſee a higher Diſpenſation of Grace un- 
Mito Man, now under the Goſpel, than was 
Adam in his primitive State; whereby al 
anumerable Chriſtians are made to en- 
lure and prevail over ſtronger Aſſaults, 
than broke him even in his Integrit 3 1" 
Which is a Thing ſo marvellous, that the 
Neeat and infinite God only could find ou sn 
Na IT 

2. He does now ſee, how. clear a Con- 

ſtence and Harmony is here, that he 

ho had no Sin by Inheſion, but was 4 
ply, harmleſs, and undefiled, ſhould be 
nder the greateſt Weight of Sin by Im- 
N ty (SF AIM putation z - Ml 
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putatien ; and by the exacteſt Rule of «; 
vine juſtice, be made liable to anſwer bot} 
_ the whole Duty, and full Penalty of th: 
© Law, having, as Surety, betwixt the Cre 
ior and 1 bitor, put himſelf in hi 
les Room, to 1 Aw the full De 
wand thereof, both 708 Debt and Duty. 
9. It is here, he does ſee, tha 
dleſt Conſent and. Harmony betwixt th 
tleſs Juſtice of God, his, marve 
© || ous Grace; ſo as his Love is to the high 
WW, ct zlorified, - in that marvellous Way 
Whieh ſecures the full and compleat Sat 
tion of his Law, and all the Rights j 
inviolable Juſtice, | 
4. Whilſt he is thus dazled AN th 
eiter of. ſuch a Light, and put toe 
quire what ſuch a Myſtery can mean, he 
hen farther led on to fee, that rare Pld 
ad Contrivance of the Covenant of Re 
| aciliation between God and Man, he 
. | e Time; tobe the very D plat 
1Y ang ouUnterpart o T of hat etarga Taue 
® | Ion and eee between the Fathd 
e son; and thus ſees w wever Ga 
* E R clared, and promiſed in the 
5 
N 


2 


er to his Church, was fiſt Rabat > i anſe- 
ſecured to our bleſſed Head in the Co 
ou ne wherein, as with 


reperen 


* 
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werend and awful Diſtance, ſo with thi 0 1 
reateſt Evidence of Light he is made 
n ſee here theſe recĩproca Obligations | 
virt them, and mutual Truſt for maks 
1g good the whole Terms thereof in the 


Li l 


ppointed Time. 
He does alſo clearly fee, that rare 
der, and 1 of Time, in the N 
nal} Periods of the Revelation of this) | | 
reat Myſtery of Chrift, which from its" | | 
nore dark Diſcovery, and Dawning, did 
Mill more /gloriouſly open. itfelf to the 9 
Whurch ; by a gradual Light, and unvail-! | 
1g of the ſame, as the dun in its Courſe, | Ml 
Wito the perfect Day; yea, he hath his 


f 


elheith unſpeakably confirmed, to fee! : [| 
e Wrewith the 2 Church being ſtil! 
ple ſame, whether of eus or Gen- | 1 


Reer; and how that Series and Con- 
he it hath yet never been broken off, ſince; | ll 
ate beginning of a Church, called. forth} | ll 
m the Refidue of Mankind, ſet apart, 1 
thay a peculiar People for the Lord; where 
Gqne ever had Right and Privilege to be | | 
orullembers of the ſame, but by Faith in J 
Lane Meſias, and Profeſſion of their Obe 
eee, 1. 28 
th s. It is in this Union and Harmony, hey) 
ereiſßs all the Branches, and Parts of Goſpel 4 
n 
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4 Deſcription of the confirmed 
Obedience moſt an. meet and termi 
nate, to 8 the greateſt Er 

ellency and Bleſſedneſs of 50 and af- 
imilate him to the bleſſed Image of God. 
ea, how. all the Rules and Prece ts 
thereof, do ſo entirely confpire for this 

End., as may conſtrain, the World to ſee, 

| | and admire the glorious Nature and Per 

mn ections of him, whole Laws theſe are 
wherein he does fo bri 1 155 ſhine forth. 
Nor can he look ſeriouſly herein 


and not ſee that ſweet Concord, as 
"0 0 of this Harmony, which is detwi 
i | th e ace and mandatory Part of tl 


7 75 ſo as the Chriſtian's. Comfort! 
1 fully eſtabliſhed, and no Duty ab 
= Vliſhed ; ut the very Path-road to thi 
& | | moſt full Enjoyinents of the Promiſe an 
Proper Way to attain Reſt and Tranqui 
We] ity of Spirit, muſt be ever by taking 0 
| 1 — * of Chriſt. 


8. Lea, to confirm this entire Uni 


and Harmony more fully, he now fee 


be exact and marvellons Correſpondenq; 


1 © betwixt that firſt fundamen 


Promiſe of the Meſſias, and the Even 


betwixt all the ancient Fi igures and Ty 


f. the Levitical Service, and the RevelſFun: 


1 tion of Chriſt himſelf, in which all th 


Kate of a CHRISTIAN. 19 
did meet, as in their proper Centre, and 
now have: their full End and Accompliſt-) 
* e e 
9. His Confirmation thus grows to ſee, 
chat wonderful Conſent of Chriſtianity, 
Wind native Reſult hereof, to put fallen 
Man in a due Poſture towards God, to- 
wards his Neighbours, and towards him- 
elf; ſo as he may know by Faith and 1 
Adoration, how to enjoy God, and his WM 
u brother, by Love; and thus by Patience, 
leekneſs and Humility, to poſſeſs his Ml 
own Soul, and enjoy himſelt. 
10. Yea, it is in this rare and wonder- WM 
& ful Frame, be 18 made to ſee, and 100 | f 
be fert can ev 5: 2 that exact ae | 4: if 
thWondence which is betwixt the Foundation Wi 
and Süperſtructure, how the whole Trak 
ui the Goſpel is but one entire and come | | 
 offf'cat Means to glorify God, and reſtore} | 1M 
allen Man to the higheſt Bleſſedneſs. 1 3 
nioÞlow that excellent Stream of Sanctifica - , All 
ſceF0n, does flow from that Fountain Fl I 
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grees of Confirmation in his Faith, than 


it he underſtood more how to improve this 
rare comparing Work of Religion, by 


Aflaults to his Faith; that the Revelati. 
on of Chriſt, and Redemption by ht 


Il. ner awakened with the Glory of - thig 
= Light, and preſt after a larger ſpreading 


1 ſal Good to poor Mankind; eig the 


IF? tens in the Matter of Daty and Servid 
for the Kingdom of Chriſt, can be ſo loget 


— 10s | 2 3D SES 


! 
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tection and Glory. Thus is it, that each 
Chriſtian might attain ſome Higher De- 


ie ſeem either to know, or look after, 


ſetting the great Truths and Principles 


thereof in their Order and: Dependence, 
ſ d as each may be ſeen, in its esl, 
Coherence wit 


| 

other, and under its pro- 

per Aſpect. L 
But the more deep Reflection and Ent 


quiry he hath herein, he is the more made 


to wonder, and finds this one of the greatſi d 


Blood, ſhould have no greater Effect 
this Day amongſt Men, and that the 
Chriſtian Werld 1s not in ſome other Man 


and Diffuſion of this higheſt and univer 
more he conſiders this, it doth hte 
his Amazement to think, how Mars De 


within * whoſe Deze and ky 75 
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in the Cloſe thereof, are ſo high in the 
Matter of Enjoyment; or take ſo little 
to Heart, that the whole Day of the Dix 
penſation of the Goſpel, amidſt the moſt MW 
Wl diſmal: Trials that may fall in therewith, 
zs a continued Time wherein we are cal- 
led to keep the Feaſt, and from one Age 
co another celebrate the fame, as a per- 
Wl petual Jubilee of, Joy and Exultation,  ? 
- WM iince Chriſt our Paſſover was facrificed for 

us; but, oh] how rare a» Thing ſeems-- 
1 this to be, and how little of that Flame 
il and Fervency of Love to our bleſſed Re- 
at deemer is now kindled on his Altar? 
Such as might be expected on ſuch won- 


5 


once were in the Church. 


[ Cnraracrtree III. 
ing Tho' a confirmed Chriſtian, muſt be 
pectally ſtated as ſuch, one who knows 


he internal Part of Religion, and 1 
Work of the Holy Ghoſt on his own Soul, 


F\igheſt Truth, Subſtance and Reality; | 
et is he not ſatisfied to know this by ipi- 


ith the furtheſt Nen of Light alſo 
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derfal Incitements thereto, and which WM 


hich is not by Words, but Things cf the 


itual Senſe, until he can ſee the {ſame Wl 
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22 A Deſeription of the confirmed 
to his Mind; and have no leſs a clear and iſ 
judicious Trial of this great Myſtery of 
experimental Religion, for Confirmation 
of his Faith, than to be ſenſibly affected 
with the felt Power thereof. And, in the 
firſt Place, why this is neceflarily requi- 
ſite and called for, with reſpect to the 
confirmed State of a Chriſtian, may be 
= thus conſidered; on ſome few Grounds, 
1. That the Things of Religion, which 
muſt be experienced within Time, are 
ſuch ſublime and wonderful Myſteries, 
| as may be juſt Matter of Aſtoniſhment 
= and make Men a Wonder to themſelves, 
do think that theſe preſent Pledges of ſo 
great a Hope which is to come, are no 
= Shadows, no Appearances of Things, 
but moſt ſure and undoubted Realities; 
| and that ſuch there are this Day in the 
i Li Earth, who know ſo near a Converl: 
with an inviſible God, and the ſuperna- 
S@itural Truths of his Word, with the ſenſi 
ble Feeling of the ineſtimable Love 0 
1 Chriſt, by this Demonſtration of Exper: 
ence; yea, who in ſuch diſmal Times do 
T1 efluredly know, what the Joy of his Pre 
ſence, and an immediate Fellowſhip with 
heir bleſſed Head is, upon the greateli 
Certainty of Trial; ſince theſe 7 
. | „ „ . 18 
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Goſpel, reckon themſelves as Witneſles 


State of a CHRISTIAN. 23 
high, and marvelous Things, which ex- 
ceed all natural Underſtanding, as the 
felt Sweetneſs of their Enjoyment ſhould. 
not more deeply take Men up, than to 
ſee the Truth and Sureneſs of theſe Prin» 
ciples, whereon they build. 11 1 

2. Becauſe this Teſtimony of the 
Truth of experimental Religion, ſhonld - 
be underſtood, not only as 'tis of higheſt 
Uſe for Chriſtians perſonal Comfort and 
Eſtabliſhment ; but with reſpect to the 
public Intereſt of the Church; a ſpecial Wl 
Duty it is to have the Credit of this 
greateſt Teſtimony and Seal, demonſtra- 
bly cleared, with the furtheſt Strength IM 
of harmonious and argumentative Rea- i 
ſon, for ſuch who look but at a Diſtance uM 
yet thereon ; which may not only awa- 
ken them to ſome deeper Senſe and Im- 
preſſion hereof, but conſtrain them to 
ſee, how no natural Science hath morey \ \ 
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dear and firm Demonſtrations, than the 
experimental Part of Chriſtianity, which 

Wis the very Life and Soul thereof, may 
have to Mens Reaſon and Judgment, tho 
they never knew it within themſelves. 
Yea, for this End, ſhould ſuch, as have wi 
experienced the Truth and Virtue of the ls J 
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24 <A. Deſcription of the confirmed . 
who are judicially obliged to put their 
eal thereunto; and is now more called 
or in an Age, when no particular Truth 
ſeems more ſtrongly impugned, than the 
Reality of experimental Godlineſs is; and 
become as a public Theam of Deriſion; Ml | 
F\tho' Men mult either quit the whole Re. 
| yelation of the Scripture, or ſee this to be i 
s eſſential to the Conſtitution of à Chri- n 
tian, as vital Principles are to a living Il 
Man. _ e 
3. Yea, tis ſure herein, that ſuch as th 
take Religion to Heart, muſt needs look 
to be put to the greateſt Trial of its Cer 
\ ee and ſhould moſt nearly concern 
{ themſelves, to know if they can abide, as 
{firmly by their ſpiritual Senſe, as by 
that which is natural; and do know as 
rely in themſelves the Operations and 
otions of a Spiritual Life, as that they 
B<Have Being by Nature; and that here be 
no doubtful or abſtract Notions, but 
Which have had deep Trial and RefleQ- 
on on them; that they, who dare to ven- 
= ture their eternal State on the known 
Certainty thereof, do Reaſon their Souls 
do a ſtedfaſt Adherence to the Truth, 
when they are called to ſacrifice thei 
Lives thereto; to wit, from the rare Ez 
1 5 bots periment. 
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State of a CHRISTIAN. 25 
deri ments and proofs, they have oft _ in 
of the ſame in their own Trial. 

4. It doth more ſpecially call for a 
demonſtrative clearing of the Credit of 
this Teſtimony, as one of the Services of 
Religion, to promote the Kingdom of 
Chriſt amongſt Men, which ſeems leaſt 
improved of any, with reſpeC to the ge- 
neral State of uch who are within the 
Church, who are ſo great Strangers to 
he ſame ; yea, ſhould be judged one of 
the great Wants of this Day, Sn Athe- - 
iſm is now at ſo eng a Height, 
hat it is not more ſtudied to have the? ex- 

MW perimental Part of Religion, (which in 

delt lies deep and hid, and is a Secret! | 
betwixt God and the Chriſtian's Soul,) 
(with ſuch Clearneſs, and by that Manner 

(Wo! Evidence demonſtrated to the World, 
J 
|: 
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s might tend to beget ſome more awful ; 

zenſe and Conviction hereof, when ſuch 
dear and unanſwerable Grounds might be 
improved for this End, on thoſe who look 
n-Mihereon, as ſome {range and dark Rid. 
lle, ſo as they could no more deny, or \\ ft 
withſtand the Evidences hereof, than that 9 
they have a living Soul which yet tbey \ 1 
never ſaw; or could ever be hs Object 8 ; 
of op n. And, how ſad a . 
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26 A Deſcription of the confirmed 

A pect ſhould this give of the greateſt Part 
| of the Chriſtian World, who not only | 
know nothing of the true Glory and ſpi- Ml * 
| — Powers of Chriſtianity, but have 
t the ver ry Notion, or any Senſe of the | 
Reality of ſuch a Thing? ( 

But, in the ſecond Place, it is thus, 
\ hat each Chriſtian, for being folidly [ 
\firmed in the Way of Religion, may — 
clearly ſee, as he Nes ſenſibly feel, th ( 
Truth of his own Experience, 'and have 
his Faith as fully [eſtabliſhed by this in- 
yard and great Demonſtration of the 5 
| Things of God, as his Affections ar 
— upon ſuch ſtrong and demon. h 
1 rative Grounds of the Certainty hereo| 
"as theſe are, 


£ * 1. By coliidering his preſent. and for- 
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mer State; that not in a Dream, but in 
he moſt deep and ſerious Compoſure 0 


i | | pirit, he knows that once he was blind, 
1 and wholly eftravged from this Myfter 
of Chriſtian Experience, which now he 
| 15 ſee; and once had the ſame Senti 

] 


ent hereof with ſuch who do never at 
reflect on the ſame; but no ſoonell 
did the Truth, and Power of Religioi | 
bY) fine on i Soil” than he found himſelf 
entred into a new- RoW to know thi 
| | Dawnung 
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State of a CyrIsSTIAN. 27 
Dawnings of this marvelous Light, and\ 
what belongs to theſe Enjoyments, and | 
vital Acts of Chriſtianity, that have not 
the leaſt Dependence on any natural || 
2 \ HT wo 
2, By conſidering the marvelous Su- 
perſtructure of experimental Religion, 
which from the inward Obſervation of 
Chriſtians in all Apes, is ſuch as the World, 
could not almoſt contain the Books Ws 
might be written hereof; which yet is fo! ' if 
entirely founded on one and the ſame” | If 
Foundation, and does in all the Lines of | I 
this great Circumference, ſtill meet in 
be fame Centre; yea, thus how entire | 
ind harmonions a Thing Religion, in all 
de parts thereof is within upon'the Soul as 
: vell as without ; ſo as every Ste in this [\ 0 
Way of the Experience of the Saints is | Ml 
e groping in the Dark, but what is by! 12 
ine and by Rule, with as ſure and de- 
monſtrable a Connection with the exter- 
1 Teltizmony of the Word; as there is in). 
Nature, betwixt the Cauſe andthe Effeck,; 
which affords a more wonderful AM) || 
nce to his Faith, than the greateſt exter- 
hal Miracles could ever do; and tho' the 
Wpirit' of God, does ſometimes, in an ex»! lf 
aordinary Manner, reveal himſelf to 
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3 28 A Deſcription. of the confirmed 


) tive, which make no Rule,) Jer. with the 


IF 11 e Archetype, às well as to the rt 


only, but in its prope. Cauſe and Orig 


| Acrip t. ot the Goſpel, in its. external Re. 


17 = and, Holineſs ; which is ſo great 


, = © 


Men, (as acts of his Sovereign Preropa- 


| .eftabliſhed Conſtitutions of his Won! 
does the continued Ex erience of th: 
Saints moſt harmoniou y ever Correl. 


„ m 


3. By conſi gering thus alſo the Being 
aud Telly ef Grace, not in its Effed 


nal, and how the ruth of Holineſs in th: 
Life of a Chef ion, - is ſo expreſs: a Tran 


velation; that the Impreſs doth not mon 
early anfwer the Seal on the Wa 

than it doth Ee. the ſame Form and 
al of itſelt in ſuch as dener ver 
that Conformity it bears to the eve 


ealed Rule; and, how bright a Pia 
ery is this of ſo glorious a 5 ay 
f, to which tis conformed? Who 
alone Pattern and Example of al 


iſcovery, as he is made to wonder, . thi 
en, in this Age, are ſo much awake 
to find out the true Phænomena of N 
ture, (tho' in its own Room a md 
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1 ghoice. Study, and ſpecially deſireable 
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riment, as made one i I 
that Manner, "hey ont, have found it, 
[ 'havye found 16 hilft here is ano- 
ber Kind of Demonſtration, and of 
more tranſcendent Intereſt than all theſe 
could ever amount to, cit which the . 
of moft are this Day 
4. By <onſdering thar' hehe able 
Ganger, which 1s betwixt the Nature 
of theſe hang enjoined in the whole In- 
ſtitutions of be Gofpel, and Mens being 
made happy thereby, now in their = 
ſent State; and how great a femporal Re: 4 
venue. of the Fruits of = jon, as in“ 
ward Confidence, Peace, an FSeranit 51 At 
— 1 doth as natively follow the l. | 2 1 
nd Practice hereof, as the Fruit of 4 
Tree anſwers to its Kind, and is ever! | 
found the alone true Relief of Mankind, 
Rare all the Griefs and Bitterneſs 9 
Nn per ens Ber 1p 9 
Place, bu 0 ens Spirit mpuritß 
and Corrupti "tion, that Er 10 130 a Di-) 


= Vero od xt God and MI Man here in th th | * | 
r — ä—— — — . — ů — a 5 


5. He is ai fürrder confirmed upon 

this great Teſtimony of experimental 
Religion, by conſidering that tis ſure 1 1 
Ren as to ear this Witneſs are 4.755 Y 
| I, 10 4 


=. . 


30 A Deſcription of the confirmed 
1. Io be ſuch, who are of the moſt dil: 
cerning and judicious in the 1 of 


Reaſon, as well as any elſe. 2. Whoſe 
Walk and Practice uſe to have the greateſt 
Authority over Mens Conſciences with 


Whom they converſe. 3. Who are found 


moſt intenſly taken up in the retired 
Work and Duties of Religion; that can 
have no Reſpect to the Witneſs and Ob- 


ſervation of others. 4. Who ſeek no im- 
plicit Credit from any herein; but do 
pray Men to come, and ſee, and prove 


the ſame in their own Experience; 
with an Appeal to the moſt exact Inqui. 
ry, and rational Trial of all Mankind, it 
Here be any caſual Thing; and if that 
Teſtimony of the doctrinal and experi- 


mental Part of Religion, be not ſtill one 
and the ſame. 5. Who alſo out of the 


moſt remote Places of the Earth, and o- 


it one Man ſhould meet with another f 


© therwiſe Strangers amongft themſelves, do 


yet moſt harmoniouſly meet in the ſame 


= Witneſs, and are thus mutually diſcloſed 
to each other, by a near and feeling In 


tercourſe of their Souls, from ſuch an 
Oneneſs in a ſpiritual State, and thoſe 


ſpecifick Properties of a ſpiritual and ney 
Nature, with as diſcernible Evidence, as 


i + - 
— - 


= Mate of @ CHRISTIAN. | 31 
the ſame Kind, in ſuch a Place of the 
Earth, which were only inhabited with 


6. By conſidering alſo, with'a deep 


wirt the moſt rare Experiences of a 


Chriſtian's Life, and the moſt ſearching 


Trials thereof, with that uniform Conſent 
in uch marvelous Things, as theſe. 


1. What ſolemn Tokens and Teſtimo- 

nes of the Love of God, and his Accept- | 
ance, are found uſually to meet his Peo- 
dle in the Entry of ſome great Trial or- ! 
ſervice for him; even in ſome unuſua!l 
Manner then, in the Senſe whereof, as it 
vas with Elijah, they have been made to ⁵ 


20 many Days after in a Wilderneſs- 


ons o 


Heart before the Croſs, and ſome ſpecial 
rial of Perſecution comes. 2. That, as 
ach Day hath its proper Burden and 
as 


4 | 
chſ Let fought aſter by « Chriſtian, 


nd ſerious Reflection hereon, that ſure 
and known Conjunction, Which is be- 


that hath in all Ages of the Church been, 


tate; 18 how this does not reſpe&@Pev< Mi 
v, but Churches; that the Wo -l 

till uſeth to go before with ſome remarks 

able confirming Work, to ſechre the 


ork, ſo hath it its proper Allowançg?s "ſ 
han 


x 


Wy l 
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22 A Daſeription of the confirmed 
his daily Bread, and when the Preſſure of 
fach a Day grows to ſome more-fingular 
Height; ſo alſo ſhould the Exprience 
© Hereof be in Faith ſought for and expect. 
ed. 3. How the choiceſt Mercies are re. 
ſierved to the ſaddeſt Times of a Chriſti. 
an's Lot; and moſt uſually croſs to their 
don Choice, and they have had the great. 
eſt Struglings with thoſe Methods of Pro- 
vidence, which in the Iſſue: tended moſt 
to their Advancement. 4. Yea; how the 
3 Returnings of a long deferred Hope, af 
ter much humble. waiting have been to 
them, as a Piſgah, whence they have 
not only had a clear and comforting Prof- 


=; 


pect ol their by-paſt Trials, but have been 
| more fully confirmed for the Time to 
come; and can bear now that Teftimony, 
ber the Lord hath clearedall paſt Thing 

do them, and. hath taken the Vail: off hi 
Work, which for long had been as: 
: dark and ſtrange Riddle. 3 613 1 

1. This likewiſe gives a moſt clear and 

E confirming Proſpect of that great Seal of 
WW Experience, when he can now ſee, [boti 
in his own Caſe, and of others, what th: 
neof believing in à fingular Exigenc) 
and Trial, aud upon ſome ſpecial Act d 
Truſt and Adventure herein, does at lal 


} 
| 
; 
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-  Wate of a CRI TIA N. 33 
ſidered, he finds one of the moſt peculiar 
Aſſiſtances to his Faith; and one” of the 


reateſt Attainments of experimental Re- 


igion within Time; when he can thus 
ſee the ſame Way of believing, in ſome 
ſtrong and extraordinary Aſſaults, which 
he hath found to / cruſh and break him 
herein; which hath carried ſo many tho-—-— 
WW rough in their ſaddeſt Trials; bring him 
alſo in his Turn, to be an Inſtance in the 
ſame Kind, to bear an honourable Teſti- 
mony, to this ſure and excellent Way of 


| believing before the World, that none 

may fear after him to hold by the Promiſe 8 
of God, and venture on that Security, 
ol tho' it then ſeem againſt Hope, whoſe #8 


Diſpenſations, did yet never give his 


- 
a + % , 
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CuARAcrER IV. 


He is a truly confirmed Chriſtian, who = 
in a diſmal Time, is not ſtaggered in his 
Faith from the preſent Signs and Appear- 
ances thereof, but hath his Soul ballaſt- Ml 
ed with ſuch ſolid Grounds of Confirma- MY 
ion againſt the ' fame, that. thoſe Provi- 
dences, whereat others do moſt ſtumble, 
EEE M2 6 tend i 


oth, * 


-” 


34. "208 Deſeription of the confirmed - 
tend to his further ſtrengthning in the 

Way ot the Lord, when he does now 
TJ ͤ ĩᷣͤ V 
. How Tribulation, and the Crok 
make one of the moſt illuſtrious and 
beautiful: Parts of the whole Frame of 


| Providence about the Church, and in the 
| Lot of each Chriſtian; ſo, as there can: 


be no poſſible ſtumbling to any for Want 

ot Light here, that ſore Trials and Di- 

| " Rrefſes ſhould moſt remarkably follow 
Woſe in the Journey, who have an eter- 
nal Bleſſedneſs before them in the cloſe l 
bereof; when ſo great a Part of theSerip-W 

ture is directed, not only for Comfort, 

but for clear Conduct of the Chriſtians . 
W Faith, through all the Intricacies and La- . 
byrinths of ſuch a Diſpenſation. He ſea?” 
bo highly congruous it is to the infinite 
= Wiſdom of God, that ſo ſtrait and nar- 
oa Way, in ſuch a State of Trial as is 
bere, ſhould go. before the State of ever 
laſting Enjoyment; that there ſhould be 
ſach a Stage and Theatre alſo, whereonf 
the paſſive Graces of the Spirit, may not 
only be exerciſed, omg e in their 
+ : true Luſtre, and Glory before Angels 
and Men. Lea, that thus the Neat 
_ RR . 1 | EXE, +7. OL 
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©... Grate of a Canis TIAN, 33 
of the Lord ſhould be firſt trained in ſo | 
ſharp a Warfare, as may not only put 
a due Value, and Reſpect on the Greats ' 
. neſs of that Triumph, and Reward which 
is to come, but be Matter of ineffable 
ſoy and Exultation, that ever they were 
admitted thus to evidence their Love and 
Adherence to their bleſſed Head, and his 
Truth here on the Earth; and accounted ? 
worthy to be put on ſome hotter Service, A 
and to peculiar Trials and Conflicts, this 
Way beyond others, for ſome Example 
and Encouragement to the Church in theis I 
Day; and here alſo, he can now ſee, how 
the greateſt Enjoyments of Comfort, are 
more owing to the moſt ſharp and afflic- 
ing Trials of their Life, than to the 
greateſt external Calm; and that to en- 
dure patiently, and ſuffer for the Name 
of CRRIS T, is ſuch a Privilege, as the e- 
lect Angels have not been admitted to-. 


3 Yea, that the Lord's chaſtning Work, 4 i 
nod ſoreſt ſmiting of his own, is an AG if 


ſo of ſaving; ſo that thus, the more 4 
2 he ſearcheth here, the more does ll 
e lee, admire; and conſent to that glo- 
ous Piece of the Adminiſtrat ion of Pro- 
dence about the Church; and finds it ta il 
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36 ID 1 Deſeripnon » 7 the git” 25h 
be one of the greateſt Confirmation of 
- mis Faith within Time. 
I. He does wow dearly ſee, how the 
Truth and Faithfulneſs . God is com- 
menſurate to his whole Work of Proyi- 
- dence; and that all the Lines hereof, as 
they do lead from his revealed Coun] 
in the Scripture, (Which is the adequate 
* Sign of his eternal Counſel and Decrees,) 
ſo do they return thither again, to make 
| A this great Demonſtration clear; Sthat if a 
full Hiſtory were written of this World, 
and what hath been conſpicuous thoroug h 
== the whole Series of Times paſt in all thel 
Conjunctions of inferior Cauſes, (We. 
EF -ther neceſſary, free, or contingent, and 
cot ſuch Events that lem moſt caſual,) 
_— it ſhould be nothing elſe but an exad 
= Tranſcript and Hiſtory: of the Bible, to 
bear this witneſs, that the World is no 


1 Scripture Lig ht. But tho' a full Diſcove 
ry hereof 50 not attainable within Time 
„ Yet is it a fad and deplorable Want, that 
| 5 the eat Acts of the Lord, in each Ag 
ot Church, are not more ſearched 
1 Wh and ſought out * all them that take Plc: 
ſure therein, that they may be ſeen, o 
= Jerved, and ee by that Part of. th 

1 . Creatio 
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State of CRIRISTI AX. 37 
Creation, Angels, and Men, who are on- 
ly in a Capacity to know the ſame. Þ 
Which is a Service for the Lord, wherein 
his Praiſe and declarative Glory is 6 

highly concerned, that a Chriſtian ſhould. 
account the meaneſt Room herein, one 
of the moſt defireable Attainments with- q 

in Time. Yea, it ſeems juſt Matter of 3 

WM Regret alſo, that this comes not under 4 

more public Care and Notice of particu- 

lar Churches, and of the Chriſtian Ma- 
agiſtrate (where Religion hath any true 
hl Regard,) to have ſuch ſolemn Providen- 

e ces as occur in that Time and Place, 

e ¶ which-may be called moſt inſtructive Pro- 


a vidences to the Church, (and of a further 
i Reach and Extent than any private Uſe,) | 


both ſearched after and recorded; as be- 
comes ſo high a Service to the Chriftian "i 
Cauſe, and one of the higheſt Concerns: 
of Poſterity, in order to have them not 
only poſſeſſed of a pure Religion, but f 
ne that Seal alſo, which the Lord hath in 
half the great Acts of Providence appended 

thereto. And thus to have that Increaſe, 
which each ſucceſſive Age brings there» 
with to the public Stock of the Church, 
looked after, as a Piece of the greateſt... 
Truſt repoſed thereon ; ſo that I | 
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38 A Deſcription of the confirmed 
dren riſe not up and ſay, we have not 
heard, nor have our Fathers faithfully 
communicated to us, the wondrous Works 
Which the Lord hath wrought in their 
V 
3. He is thus alſo taught to ſee the de. 
monſtrative Cauſes of the moſt ſtrange 
Judgments on the Church, to be as clear 
in the Scripture, as they are in the Event. 


= 
- 


And tho the holy God, in the Day of his 
Patience and Long-ſuffering, is not alike 
quick in the Execution of the Sentence 
of his Word; yet, does he ever eſta- MW 
pli the Authority of his Laws, by the lf ? 
Works of his Providence, in the moſt op- 
& portune Seaſon, and W deferred 
is no Acquittance, ſo does it more 
= threaten its being the greater, when it 
comes, than a quick and preſent Diſ. 
patch; yea, tho' this Tempeſt, which 
now blows on the Churches of Chrift, 
come to a greater Height, and the Dark. 
pvels be ſuch, as no Moon, or Stars, may 
for many Days yet appear of any viſible 
Signs of Hope; yet is his Soul thus at 
RKReſt, whilſt: he can ſee the Credit of the 
45 = Truth cleared, on which he hath more ii 
& Truſt than any Adventure within Time 
and doth rejoice, whatever miſcartyin | 
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Kate of a CHRISTIAN. 385 
there may be of inferior Ends, that this 
reat, and ultimate End of the Works of 
God is ſecured herein; and the Glory of 
bis Truth doth ſhine forth in the moſt 
ſtrange and amazing Acts of his Provi- 
dence, whereat many are ready to ſtag- 
ger, when they do not wiſely conſider 
4. He ſees now likewiſe, ſo high 4 
Value which the Lord puts on the Trial 
of his People's Faith, and that the great 
Diſpenſation whereby he deals with Men, 
is by Truſt, and on the Credit of his 
Word, as it adds further to his Confirma- 
tion, to ſee all human and viſible Refu= 
Jes oft taken out of his Charch's Sight. 
Tea, his greateſt Works in the Earth, 
make the greateſt Delay ere they be | 
brought forth, and his Church's Caſe is 
put fo far beyond Help before a Cure, a2 


; the firſt quickning ot her cruſhed, and | 
moſt dead Hope, muſt be at the Month | 


pf the Grave z and he is thus herein more 4 ! 
ingularly ftrengthned, that when | the 
ord ſpeaks the ſame in the Way of Pro- 
dence, - which he hath ſpoke in his 
nord, (not by Might nor by Power,, i 
e lat he doth with unſpeakable Advan- 
ine se, ſupply and fill the ann AF 
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” 40 A Deſcription of the confirmed 
| by the next Word, (but by my Spirit, 
t faith the Lord.) Which 5 8 "Day 
mould with a full Aſſurance of Faith be 
both ſought and looked after. 
3. It is in this rare Study, he attaing 
„ alſo the greateſt Confirmation to his 
EF Faith, that could poſſibly be deſired 
within Time: to ſee now when tis 
ſo near the Cloſe thereof, and after all 
the Revolutions of Times paſt, hoi 
the Truth and Faithfulnefs of God, 
bath, as the Sun in its Strength, {till 
Kkept its Way ſtraight and fixt amidſt 
all thoſe dark Clouds, which have been 
= to darken the ſame, and is now gone its 
+ Courſe, until it draws near to the full 
and perfect Day; yea, thus to ſee how 
= lipnally this preſent Age is held upon 
= that ſame Appeal, and ſolemn Teftimo 
_ = ny, which oſhua gave, Foſhua XX111, 
14. That nat one Thing hath failed of ff 
ie good Things which the Lord your Gut. 
Ws ſpake concerning yon, all are come to po 
0 von, and not one Thing bath failed 


E - thereof ; and Solomon did bear alſo at the 5 


G = Dedication of the Temple, 1 Kings vii 
” * Reſt unto his People Iirael, according ir 
all that he "promiſed, there. W " : 
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Liate of a CARISTIAN. - 41 
failed one Word of all his good Promiſe,” * 
which he promiſed by the Hand of Moles! * 
his Servant ; ſo is this now, that great 
Teſtimony of the latter Days, and the 
Wl higheſt Tribute of Praiſe to the Glory of 

"MW God in his Truth, which can be given by 
Men, that this preſent Generation ſtands _ * 
$ WM :ccountable to make the ſame; yea, 
l much greater Appeal to the World, if 
they can inſtance one Promiſe or Predi- 
gion of that ſacred Record of the Scrip- | 
ture, which hath ever failed or fallen to 
the Ground, but may be read this Dax 
in the Event, and under thoſe proper 
Circumſtances wherein it was to take 
Place in its proper Seaſon, as evidently as Mp 
it was foretold. And muſt ftill bear the 
ame Witneſs, Pſal. xviii. 30. That the 
Vay of the Lord is perfect, and his Mord 
ried on all the Adventurers of Faith and 1 
Trials, which to this Moment of Time 
nave been made hereof, and of his being 
ima Buckler to ſuch as truſt in 
Wim, and are called to ſend: this glorious 
Feſtimony to the ſucceeding Ages, that 
may never ceaſe to ſhine or want a pu- 
Flic Witneſs thereto, before Angels and 
Nen, until the whole Myſtery of God i 
his Word be finiſhed, in that magni- 
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CHARACTER V. 


A confirmed Chriſtian, in this Day, 


| 


1 


— 


þ 


. 


Thould be thus alſo ſtated, as one, who 
bath not only attained: a ſolid Reſt and 
Settlement of Mind, upon the Certainty 


Pof the Chriſtian Faith; but does know 


e pure Kea. Truth of Chriſtianity, 
dſt ſuch high Oppoſitions betwixt the 
omuiſh and Reformed Church herein. 


And, in the „t Place, hath in this Man- 


ber beſd him IFupon ſuch a Trialy 1. 4 


= One, who knows t 
” faving Religion in the Earth, to which God 


ere is but one true and 


bath annexed the Promiſe of eternal Life, 
Which can never be divided againſt itſelf 
2. Who kriows, that within a little while, 


his Religion will be tried in the Truth 


tmereof at the Tribunal 'of Chriſt; wher 
every Man muſt give Accaunt of himſe! 
> unto God. 3. Who ſees there can be n 
poſſible Indifference in the exterior Pro 
feffion of either Way, but that ſo high 
Contrariety of Principles is in this Oppo 
Ftion, that if the Doctrine of Chri 
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Gate of a CHRISTIAN? -- 43 | 
mm muſt be on the other Hand. 4. 
Yea, who hath in that abſtract Manner 
ſought to ſtate the Caſe herein with his 
own Soul, as if he were juſt come out of 
Paganiſm, to give a ſerious Aſſent to the 
Divinity of the Scripture, and were now 
WW prefled to join in with that Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith, which is moſt exact- 
ly conform. to the ſame, in the genuine 
and perſpicuous Senſe thereof. 1 
In the ſecond Place, he hath ſought to 
e know, how he could embrace the Popyſb 1 
Creed, and adventure his eternal State / 
fl thereon ; or, how he could extinguiſh 
bis Reaſon and Conſcience, ſo far as to 
believe, that the holy God would ever 
a impoſe ſuch a Faith upon Men as this is. 
e 1. Where he muſt abandon theſe Princi 
ples of natural Reaſon, in the moſt ne- 
ceſlary Uſe thereof, which God hath him- 
ſelf planted in Man's Soul: ſo as not to £ | 
Ml raft his own Eyes, but others, in that 
A zreat Intereſt of his eternal State; and | 
with his own Conſent be ſhut out from, 
all proper Knowledge of the Rule of his“ 
Religion; yea, account a blind and unli- 
mited Obedience to Men, amongſt the 
ligheſt Excellencies of Faith. 2. Where 
Abe muſt at once * the Fulneſs and 
? 5 „ 
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4 - Deſcription of the confirmed 
perfection of the Scripture; which is not 
only fitted for that great End of bringing 
Mankind to God, but for ſuch an univer. 
fal Uſe herein, as to make the Simple 
wile, and cauſe the Poor to receive the 
Ss Goſpel ; and yet believe alſo, that it is a 
#: Maſs of dead and unfenſed Characters, un 
til the Romiſi Clergy put a juſt Senſe 
E - thereon, tho' its Senſe and Meaning is the 
very Soul thereof. Yea, thus 'paſs from 
W 8 the Letter of the ſame, and all Certainty 
of its Truth, from intrinfick Evidences 
and theſe Marks and Characters of its 
Dieinity, whereby the Chriſtian Cauſe 
could be maintained againſt Pagans. 2, 
Where he muſt believe alſo@that theſe 
are the Words of Chriſt, John vii. 17, 
| e Man do my Will, be ſhall know ny 
Doctrine, whether it be of God or not, 


and that Men err through not knowing tht 

FE Scripture, Matth. xxii. And yet bellen 
all the while, that theſe facred Fountain 

-of Light ſhould be ſhot up to keep Men 
from Errors; and that the ſole Right d 
underſtanding the ſame, belongs to a few, 
pot to the Mültitude; who yet can pre 
tend no extraordinary. Aſſiſtance or R. 
= welation herein, nor will themſelve 
eome to theſe Waters of Jealouſy te. 
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State of a CHRISTIAN. 4 
tried. 4. Where he muſt needs believe, 
that the Scriptures are the Oracles of God 
committed to the Church, to give Anſwer 
in every dark Caſe, Rom. iii. 2, The 
© Type and Form of found Doctrine, Rom. 

vi. 17. Unto whoſe Sentence, in all Mat- 
ters, both of Faith and Practice, we are 
F expreſly referred, 1/aiah viii. 20. And 
yet believe alſo, that it hath no Authori- 
ty or deciſive. Voice; but what is preca> 
rious and dependent on the Romiſh Church, 
and thus conſent to have the Whole Chri- 
ſtian Faith, viſiblynohinged of the Foun- 
WF dation-of the Scripture ; and ſubjected to 

a {upreme, viſible, and pretended infal> 
Wl lible Judge here in the Earth, with ſuch 
a Claim et Dominion over the Faith of 
7 the Saints, as the Apoſtles of Chriſt durſt 
never own, but did fully diſclaim, 2 
Cor. 1. 24. 5. Where he muſt believe, 
ae that Jeſus Chriſt came for this End to 
Vi fave loſt Man, and by one Offering bath 
au perfected for ever them that are ſanctified, 
Heb. 10. 18. And yet join with the 
d lame, a Faith of a human Satisfaction for 
ei Sin, ſo as Men may both merit, medi- 
reiß ate, and ſupererogate, go above what is 
Re needful for themſelves ; and fo be ſaved 8 
we in the ſame Way 3 W 2 
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| 45 A Deſcription of the confirmed 

the Covenant of Worts; aſcribing no more I 
to Chriſt, than the giving Salvation to Ml | 
Mens own Merits; which their own in- ll 
trinſick Value and Condignity, doth re- t 
gquire as a Debt. 6. He finds not how in i 
the ſame Creed, he could poſſibly hold MM, 
by one Mediator betwixt God and Man, Ill 
Where a Plurality for this End is admit e 
ted; and by the Reality of Chriſt's hu- Mc 
man Nature, and his having atrue and Wn 


| | finite Body, which is ſubjected to have a t 


= new created Being, each Time in the con- Nie 
ſecrated Hoſt; or believe the Truth of My 
his Sufferings, as now fully accompliſh- Nu 
ed. and to be repeated no more, when it be 
is in that daily Sacrifice of the Maſs {till Wit 


offered, as a propitiatory Sacrifice for the In 


= Living and the Dead. So, on the moſt Di 
F ſevere and impartial Enquiry, he cannot 


find; bow one holding theſe Principles 


Mould go a further Length than Morali- 5 
50 z or claim another ſtanding than by a pe 
ovenant of Yorks, 7. Nor knows he Ing 


bow to believe at once the Truth of the ; 


& Goſpel, to be a Doctrine of Holineſs and Ire 


infinite Purity, and yet join in the ſame Pl. 


Faith, ſuch an Indulgence for Men to ſin, ſh, 

that Money may ſtand for Merit, and the 

- Rich may have the moſt eaſy and large 
3 | Entry 
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"State of a CHRISTIAN. 47 
Entry into Heaven. Conceit that it is a 
Privilege tor Men to deſtroy themſelves z| 
and by external Severities and Penance. 
to the Fleſh, like to the lancing and gaſn- 
ing of Baal's Prieſts, ſupply the Room 
of Chriſtian Mortification. 8. Yea, he | 
finds it not poſſible to believe, that Sin 
an only be expiated by the Blood of 
Chriſt ; and is his alone Work, who hath 
purged our Sin | himſelf, Heb. i. 3. Or, 
that there are more than two Ways that 
lead to a twofold State of Men; (a ſtrait 
Way, which leads to a Life, and a broad 
unto Deſtruction, Matth. vii. 14.) and yet 
believe, that there is a Purgatory after, 
| Witter this Life, wherein Men muſt be tor= |} 
nented and ſuffer extream Pains, to ex- 


t Uriate fuch venial Sins, as their Prayers 
X ad Penances here could not do; yea, he 


s made to wonder, how any who be- 


Peace or Comfort in the World; eonclud-- 4 
Ing, that Papiſts do either take it as a Fi- 

ion, or forget themſelves,” when they” 
d re cheartul. For the Fear of ſuch. as: I 
Place, the Uncertainty of Releaſe, and 
\ ow long a Term it may be ere this 
* urging Work be compleat, when their 
Se un Writers aſſign no leſs Time than » 
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ieves ſuch a Thing, can ever have true- 


48 A Deſcription: of the confirmed 
ten thouſand Years, as-needful-to ſatisf 
for ſome Sins, and fear left it prove 
real Hell, muſt ſtill be a piercing Te- 
fror; nor can he believe, that ſuch ſhould Il | 
credit themſelves herein, who aſſume thi: ll 
Power to change the Condition of th- 
Dead. Since were it really believed, 
that the Keys of ſuch a Priſon were here 
in Mens Hands, and Folk could, by the 
laargeſt Bribes to the Romiſh Church, get: 
fſafe Deliverance thence; it were no' ill « 
ſtrange to ſee the the temporal State of il | 
3 n in a ſhort Time made over 
ti theſe, We ſhould judge they were, ir 1 1 
a ſtrange Manner, indeed, 8 a il 1 
boe the whole Reſidue of Men, who by Ill 1 
- ſuch a Power over the World to come t 
could make ſo eaſy a Purchaſe of this alſo I 1 
| E 
8 
t 
b 
1 


Which is preſent. 9. He finds, and is 
fure, he could never get his Reaſon and 
Conſcience brought to ſuch a Faith, even 
tho' he made a — Profeſſion herein, 

of that pretended Supremacy of Peter, l as ! 
ZBiſhop of Rome, on which the whole IN t 
Frame and Structure of the Papacy leans, h 
and the Virtue of all the Pardons and Ab- I tl 
ſolutions founded thereon; on which ſo e 
many have adventured into another I 2 
1 . , ee Et ONE Ft World; W 
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State Fa CnRISTIANV. 19 
World; except he would build on the 
Sand only, and not on the Rock. 10. He 
finds alſo how ſuch an EreQtion of the Go- 
ſpel Church in her Militant State here, as 
the 3 in its complex Frameis, united 
in ſuch an Head, as the Pope, (who, as WM 
the ſole Vicegerent of Chriſt in the Earth,” ⁵⁶ 
is at once inveſted 'with a civil Monars © 
chy, and univerſal Empire over the 
Church, to impoſe and judge in the high. 3 
eſt Tranſactions, which relate to the e- 
ternal State and immortal Souls of Menz) Mt 
is a Thing, that as to Matter of Right, 
is as foreign to the Scripture, and incons 
ſiſtent therewith, as Mahumetamſm can Mi 
be. And as to Matter of Fact, is a Truſk 
that no created Being could ever exerciſe, WM 
11. He ſees, and is ſure, that he muſt | 
either loſe Sight, both of the Rule and 7 P 
| | Spirit of the Goſpel, or have a juſt Ab- WM 
| | horrence of that Way, wherein he ſhould 
be inevitably involved in a virtual Con- M 
ſent,” and Acoeſſorineſs to all that Cruel- 
e ty and Blood, which for ſo many Ages 
„ hath been ſned therein; when tis ſo clear 
- chat this was no Exorbitance only of Pra- 
0 fl Rice; but a native Reſult of their Tenets 
rand Principles, and not only diſpenced 
with, but counted an highly meritorious 
8 ene; i 
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fa © A Doſeription-of the confirmed 
Wir yea; when it is fare; that un- 
| der no! ſcalar Government of the moſt 
tyrannical State that ever was in the 
World, hath ſuch arbitrary Violence and 
Oppreiſion been exerciſed. Or ſo much 
innocent Blood been ſhed; as: by- this 
12. And tho his Judgment ſtood 
4 inc, and in an equal Balance 
upon this great Controverſy, he could not 
; exerciſe Reaſon, and not ce upon what 
Hand ſuch a Deciſion is, as was in Solo- 
mons Time of the true Mother of the 
bild; and who do moſt ruefully ſeek to 
i intereſt themſelves in the imminent Ha- 
ard of the Chriſtian Faith, and who un- 
der the leaſt Influence of any temporal 
Motives, do this Day ſtand for the Truth 
and Subſtance of Chriſtianity, and plead r 
mat it be not deſtroyed in Envy: and Ha» if 

tired to them; or on what Side it is Iike- 
IV, that this Manner of Conqueſt is moſt 
Pllowed to ain Men to the Profeſſion of n 


the Truth, by a prevailing Evidence of Þ* 
| their own Light and Judgment herein, . 
3 and to require their eracteſt perſonal 
6 4 qr and En about the 3 e 
In the hir Place, tho he ſees there 
can be no e of doctrinal Waver: 
I . a e >þ GOO OR 0 
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Slate of a CHRISTIAN." 51 
finds it not eaſy to comprehend, how in 
one and the ſame Age, wherein the Truth 
hath fo brightly ſhined, this Way of. Po- 
pery ſhould have Prevalence, or gain 
Ground any more, by Seduction with Ar- 
guments to the Reaſon or Conſcience of 
any; yet, ſince it is an Hour of Temp- 
tation and of Fainting, above all that 


| 

- MW have been hitherto known, and Mens 
Eyes are arreſted with ſuch a Proſpe& of 

- the Times, as is like to ſtagger the Faith 

e Jof the moſt eſtabliſhed z he is preſled, 

o (as counting it one of the higheſt Duties 

. If this Day,) to know and ſearch out 
1- (what may afford greateſt Aſſi ftance to his 
al Faith, from the Diſpenſations of: Provi- 


dence therein, and to know the Evidence 
d nd Strength of ſuch Reflections, as theſe 
a. Fre for this End. 1 5 9 
e- 1. That 'tis ſure, as the ſmalleſt Things 
ft @rhich the Lord does afford to ſtrengthen 1 
of nd ſupport againſt, ſuch a Storm, ſhould | I 
ole 2 improved and taken to Heart; 
in, I does it lay us in the Way of that Pro- 
nal Riſe for having greater Things given to 
ur Obſervation; yea, that now is the 
ime, when ſuch as have been moſt 
mforted by the Word of Promiſe, mar- 


ande put to the ſoreſt Trial in their Faith of 1 j 
ind 5 A 10 £7 a , 0 | 
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any, to keep off ſtumbl ing at the Work 
of Providence; and be thus tried accord- 
ing to the Meaſure: of theſe Confirmati- 
2. Tho' the Churches Declinings, un- 
der greateſt Meaſures of Light, may be 
doo viſible, and that Religion gains not 
by Perſecution as formerly, witiluch an 
| amazing Change as is now in herexternal 
Condition, yet he ſees it to be no ſtrange 
Thing, when moſt ſignal Warnings have 
gone before of ſuch a Trial, with tao evi. 
© Cent Diſpoſitions towards the fame, and 
E | Diſcovery of its Approach in all the Cau- 
-  fes thereof; yea, might be foreſeen by all; 
tat the holy God would not ſtill bear * 
with an impure and unenhivenedProfteſhon g 
of the pure and glorious Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity, which hath now. long been one 
of the moſt ſad and mortal Signs in the 
public State of Religion; nor van it be 
found, that ever any Church did decling 
and fall from the Purity of the Truth 

and loſe Ground herein by external Per 
ſecution, where à judicial Departure q; 
its Like and Fower did not remarkably g 
© before; ſo as it is not of late, this ha 
been clearly preſaged, that ſome dat 
= and-unuſuab Meaſure of Trial from Anti: 
1 ee 
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which would be fore ere it had 
Work. 


d 
'Yo may he clear herewith. 1. That now, 


7 after the Iſſue of that Oppoſi ition, which | 
u was betwixt the Chriftian Faith in the firſt 
Entry of the Goſpel, and that dying apo- 


"Nl tate Church. of: the Fews; and next, 


1 with the Pagan Empire, after that new 


Erection of x the Goſpel Church among 
1 the Gentiles, which now over; ſo 18 
ache greateſt Trial of the latter Days fixed 
aden the Deciſion of that long 
Controverſy. betwizt Chriſt and 
chriſt, © 2. That, according to the Scrig 
ture, we muſt believe, that as after t 


ind De 
hriſt will 
more near it comes 70 the laſt Aſſault; 
end when this falls in to have its 
Room in the Frame and Admini 
Pt Denies ) the 
error, arkne 


of the Church from Anti. 


ation 
7 Extremity, 


. 
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thrift, and the laſt Havock of the Re- 
formed Churches was Oy w | 
one 


3. He {ces alſo, have this preſent 2 | 
is not more ſearching and dark, than it 


Manner of Egypt, that glorious Triumph 
ſurely carried on; ſo the 4 


per 


be expectedi 

fo, "ſich: a8 Sunn not my in any former 
Cime, 3 with that e and form. 1 
| 72 „ieee . 
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54 A Deſcription of the confirmed 
midable Conjunction of Strength and 
growing Succeſs of this Adverſary for a 
Time, that the moſt eſtabliſhed Chriſti - 
ans may be in Hazard to ſtagger. 3. That, 
now is the Day, wherein the Lord wil 
have Men know, what it is to have the! 
Bible, as the alone Security of the Prote. ! 
ſtant Religion, on which they muſt en 
-  Yirely reſt, no leſs than as it is the ſole [ 
1 
d 


Rule and Standard thereof; which is 
Trial worthy of all that Expence of the 
Pain, Anguiſh, and Wreſtlings, that car 
now poſſibly attend the ſame. t] 


x7 4. Whilſt the great Standard of Anti] tl 


FE - chriſt's Kingdom is 'viſibly ſet up and] S 


| brought to the open Field, as tis this Day S: 


. the Sword and Rack, which they have a 
| _ gain betaken themſelves to, tho' ſuch ar 


BE gives up the Credit of all Religion to 
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nn the Church of France, and all human 
Help taken out of Sight; yet does he ſec 
herewith. 1. How this now is conclud: 

ed, as the moſt infallible Remedy to re. 
cover Popery. And that Argument, te 
which they truſt more than to Peter! 
Keys, to wit, theſe Tanguinary Laws b) 


Argument the Scripture never knew, an 
ſober Heathens would abhor, and whic 


= theiſm, 2. That there can be no mor 
. e Eviden 


LES 


Sate of a CRIIS TIAN. 55 
Evidence of a deſperate and ſinking Cauſe 
than is here, and nothing elſe can ſupport | 
it, but theſe Weapons which are nat a= 
gainſt the Conſcience; or by any Terror 
of the fecond Death, but of the firſt. 
3. That this is ſuch an Argument, if the ü 
have not in a ſtrange Manner forgot, 
which bath within theſe hundred Tears 
been fo. fully anſwered, and by ſuch an 
MERA THR eee God in the King- Ml 
dom of France, that, according to theſfe 
1 Meaſures of Cruelty againſt the Proteſtants uM 
there, ſo was it returned in a Deluge of 
| their own Blood, yea, ſo both the public 
a State of the Church, and Faith of the 
Saints, in the Truth was more deepl7x 
ul rooted; and tho we yet fee not the End 
ff of theſe Wonders, but the Dark fide on- 
ly of the Diſpenſations of ſuch a Day,; W 
vet do we know this fore Rod on the ⁵ 


7 
* 
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Church, is but as the Saw and Ax in the 
A Carpenter's Hand, who ſhall never undo Ml 
that glorious Work which Chriſt hath 7% f 

done, and is ſtill further perfecting on the © 
Rains of Antichriſt's Kingdom. 9. 

5. Tho' ſome unuſual Deeps and Me- 
ich thods of Subtilty be now on Foot alſo a- 
einſt the Truth; yet he cannot but ſee, i 
FEET how 


4 
- 


9 


17 
2 
» 7 
= 3 - 
© l N 4238 
4 \ - 4 6 
b -— + * 
Buy | 255 
>a 76 % 


* 
F An 
7 g \ 


5 9 4 T * 
b C1 
” 5 


| + 4 Der 7 the ae 
50077 nothing could more effectually tend 
to confirm the Proteſtant Cauſe, and take 
the Credit of Popery off the Conſcience: 
of thoſe in their d own Profeſſion, who are 
conh derate- and in the leaſt ſerious here. 
in; when the World muſt thus ſee. | 1 
= Ho es ſy it is for ſuch to take any Mea 
| ſure aud Latitude in the Dbarinals o. 
| their Profeſſion, when this can moſt ſery: 
te Juncture of ſuch a Time, and heigh- 
ten or narrow the Controverſy betwir 
them, and the Reformed Church at thei 
= Pleaſure; ſo as to ſacrifice the Church 1 
| Rome unto the Court of Rome, i 
no leſs can ſecure” that. End. 2. Tha 
the moſt horrid Turkiſh Slavery 'ove 
© Mens Bodies comes no ſuch Length 
As rhat ſtrange Claim that theſe now mak: 
= of an abſolute Empire over Mens Conſci 
q ences by the Sword; and to put them t 
"ſuch a Tribute of their Obedience, the 
4% Fore ſhall- then be ſecure, if they bi 
come the Length to ſin againſt the! 
| Light, and adventure on ſo ſmall a Thi 
2 to 80 to Hell, and periſh eternally 
© - ſince tis an external and feigned Profe 
ſion of ſuch a Way that they do th ſt 
force from thoſe, WHO they fre” cannot Y? 
Hand be eres 3 3 Lea, 4 
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hath been too viſible, how much that Ma- 
| fter-plot and Engine, hath in theſe Times 
been working, to take Men, firſt off from 
all Senfe of Religion, and deſtroy them 
. in. the (Fen of Chriſtianity, to make i 
this Conqueſt more eaſy, that ſuch may. 
MW have no inward Defence. and Support a- 
Ml gainſt the Terror of human Violence. 
Yea, in this Way, when they have ſought 

how to divide Proteſtants among them- 

ſelves, and betwixt Rulers, and them, 
this ſeems the laſt and greateſt Engine of WM 
all, how to divide betwixt them and their 9 
God, acting the ſame Plot, which was IM 
laid betwixt Balgk and. Balaam, as know- 7 7 
ing that tis no naked Shew or Profeſſion 


of he Reformed Religion they need fear, ! 
ſo much as that old Proteſtant Spirit in 0 
the Power and Life thereof, before which 
their Intereſt could never ſtand ; and 
dread nothing ſo meh the revivmg 4 N 
hereof; which, as the Hand- writing upon 
the Wall, did ever more threaten: the fa- 
tal Ruin of that Kingdom, than any hu> 
man Power or Strengen... 
6. Here alſo he finds juſt Cauſe of A 
ſtoniſhnment, how Kings, or great Men, 
in the Earth, ſhould give their Power to 
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Is A Deſcription of the confirmed 
ſupport the Romiſh Intereft; which hath 
been fo. viſibly deſtructive to theirs: 
When tis not poſſible to deny how its firſt 
Advance and Pregreſs to that ſupream 
Height, which it once attained; and the 
daeclining of the civil Empire, did by the 
| fame Steps go together; until Magiſtra 
cy was turned unto a dead Image and Sha- 
dow, except its being enlivened by their 
Breath and Authority, as it was during 
the whole Height of that Antichriſtian 
Fower. Nor will it be denied, that, in 
theſe late Times, the French Monarchy 
Was never more near its Diſſolution in its 
right Line than by the Carbokct League 
© there; and it would ſeem not eaſy to be 
s forgot, how Henry the Third, who had 
mot ſought to cruſn the Proteſtants in 
= purſuance of that League, was at laſt con- 
'Nrained'to flee to ſuch for Help; or b 
E whom he was killed; and that heroick 
Prince Henry the Fourth, who was firſt 
fſtabbed in the Mouth and then in the 
Heart; yea, that the public Records of 
that Nat ion cannot poffibly deny, but the 
=. Houſe of Bourbon, owes its Power and 
Preſervation, more to the Proteſtants, 
(without whom it had been ful COT) 
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than Abaſbuerus did to Mordecai thi 
Jeu, for what he found written in the 
Chronicles of FPerſia, when the Decree 
was then paſt to deſtroy all the Seed of 
tha ers: T Tee a; RR 
7. As in no Times paſt was ever à 
greater Expectation than is now, Which 
Way the Scale will turn, and what will 
be the End of theſe Wonders, when the 
neareſt Events of Providence are ſo dark MM 
and amazing; ſo does he find this, in 
ſome extraordinary Way called for, to bs 

ſtill, and ſee what God will do for his 


gence. And tho' he do not appear in 

that Way and Manner as in former 

Times, that it ſhall be in a Way more ü 
ſignally glorious, beyond what hath for- IM 
merly been; yea, he does in Faith thus 
judge, that then is the Church's Day alt 
broke, and hath found the fure Way ak i 
her Strength, and right Line of Duty; 
when her Hope and Confidence is taken © We 
off from all. viſible Refuges, and entirelx 
ſettled on her inviſible. Head, and his Pro- Ml 
miſe put to ſujt . Prayer without faint, vl 
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6o A Deſcription of the confirmed | 
ing herein. It is ſure, the Truth and 
 Faithfolneſs of God, ſtands engaped- for 
Antichriſt's Fall, as well as for Salvation 
by Chriſt, and fince he hath faid, this 
4 Adverſary ſhall be broke and brought 
down, it muſt ſurely be, tho the Duſt of 
the Ground ſhould rife for this End, and 
now is the Faith of the Saints called for 
5 7 85 the Greatneſs of ſuch an Aſſur- 
; ance, on which are the Eyes of Men, of 
their own Conſciences, of the elect An- 
gels, yea, of the glorious God, to ſee 
= who does indeed credit him in this Day, 
when there is no ſenſible Support herein; 
eee tho' it now- threatens ſorely the De- 
rture of many from the Faith, whc 
bad ſome viſible Profeſſion thereof ye! 
may it be our {or, that the Turn of the 
"ron Tide ſhall bring in more, with a ſo 
lid and true Thorens to the Church, Wan 
| theſe fad Days do now take off, 
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-1ti is FI a confirmed Chriſtian ſhoul 
N. be ſpecially conſidered, as one, who i 
WE! ot only at Reſt on the known Certaint) 
3 1 1 8 * 2s r to nk ſome 
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Account of the ſolid rational Grounds 0 1 


and Demonſtrations hereof, unto all who 
aſk after the ſame, and doth thus judge, | 
1. That theſe are the proper and ap- 
inted Means, which the Lord hath al. 
orded for the greateſt Confirmation C 
Mens Faith within Time; yea, prefer» 
able to any external Miracles, Which are 
more extraordinary and remote Aſſiſtan- 
ces thereto. 2. That theſe are giyen as 
fuch a great Help to his Joy, and Excite» 
ment of his Affections to follow the Lord 
fully, as may make him wonder how the 
Greatneſs of theſe Things, (which Men 
are called to believe,) can come near 
their Thoughts; and yet no more take 
chem up about this confirming Work. 
3. That the too viſible Neglect hereof, 
both with reſpect to the Youth, and Com- 
n | munity of Profeſſors in the Church, 
ſeems one of the ſad and fundamental 
Defects of this Day. The Reaſons here- 
of, with ſome clear View" of theſe 
Means, which might moſt anſwer ſuch *M 
an End, are briefly offered in this pre- 
_l ceding Works 1 
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13 A toil confirmigd chiiftian,” may in 
the laſt Place be herein alſo conſidered, 
zs ſuch, whoſe Faith being oft tried thro 
all theſe ** es of Chriſtianity he hath 
been taken; bath ſome proper Record of 
| the moſt choice and ſignal Contirmations 
of his Life, to improve the ſame, not 
only for his own. Support in that laſt 
8 Warfare of Death; but for ſtrengthning 
the Faith of others; wherein he does 
thus judge, 
. That there conldhe no: true Support 
or Relief from Religion here in. the 
Farth, if it cannot bear out then. And 
that Death is the great Touchſtone and 
Trial, wben the true Value and Differ- 
nce betwixt: Things of an eternal Truth 
nd Subſtance, and the Things of this 
| World will be beſt ſeen. 2. He reckons 
each real Chriſtian, by his Profeſſion 
then engaged and accountable, even by 7 
ſome -explicite perſonal: Teſtimony, oY; 
» to his Seal that God is true, and bear 
the ſame Witneſs, with his laſt and dying ö 
breath to. 5. Truth of . M 
10; which . 
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' which he gave in the whole Courſe of his © 


Life; and of that Joy, Complacenee 
and Aſſurance of Mind, which he hatnan 
found; and now hath in the Way of 
Truth: 80 as to preſs the ſame on his 
deareſt Relations, as their alone true In- 
tereſt. 3. He ſees alſo, how honourable 
it is for the Lord; that ſuch, whoſe-Faith i 
bath been oft tried, (and when thus with 
Joy and Admiration, he can look back 
on the moſt preſſing and conſpicuous Con- 
flicts of Time,) ſhould have it their laſt⁵ 
Work to pay in ſome Tribute of Praiſe 


unto him, whoſe Word and Promiſe unto | 


them, did yet hever fail. 4. He accounts 
the more weighty Trials he hath been 
carried thro? in his Chriſtian Warfare, do 


both add more to this Service, and im- 4 
part more to the Value of ſuch a Teſti», if 
mony, 5. He judgeth this one ſpecial 8 


Way. and Advantage, 'whereby one Ge» 


neration might declare the Truth and il 
Faithfulneſs of God unto another, in a 
Family-Line and Relation, to ſhew forth &6% 


thos, that the Lord is upright; that he 


is their Rock, and with him is no Un- 
righteouſneſs. Yea, which ſhould be 


Matter of unſpeakable Joy, when now 3 
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bow that in no Trouble, or Exigence of 


3 „ as did diſtruſt the ſame by Misbelief, 
and ſonght after anotherfRefuge, found 


5 Cloud, and go filent off the Stage; he 
jadgeth it the more needful to have ſuch 


Advantage of Weight and Acceptance; 
it being ſtill qualified with Chriſtian 


= 
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By 64 4 \Deſeripriom:6f the confirmed 
in his Turn, he can ſay, that ſuch: hath 
the Lord been to him; what were Da- 
vis dying Words, 1 NMings i. 14. Who 
Hath delivered my Soul out of all Diſtreſs, 


” his Life, he was ever left without a Door 
of Hope, and thus alſo with Caleb, Joſpua 
xiv. 10. To give in ſome ſuch Witnels for 
SGod, I am now near the Cloſe of Time, 
and do teſtity, that the Word of his 

Truth and Promiſe; he hath ſurely 
. *$-accompliſhed'; which hath brought me 

* {afe and honourably through, when ſuch 


„ all their Confidenoes fail.) 6, And 
knowing likewiſe how great n han 


Death may bez and that fuch as. Ja ve 
mined in their Day, may yet ſet under a 


WW a Piece of his dying Work prepared, as 
one of the choiceſt Legacies, he can be 
gqaueath to his eln Friends, in Sea 
* . it hath uſually; the greateſt 
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State of -a CHRISTIAN. 65 
may ſee its whole Intent is to commend 
to Mens Conſcience! the Way of Trutn 
and Godlinels, and not themſelves, and 
» thus direct it for the proper Uſe and Im- 
t provement of their, neareſt Relations. 
I know it may be ſtrange to ſome, what 
is ſpoke upon this Head; but as tis ſure 
r the preſent Day hath its Duty, and each "i 
„Time of our Lite hath ſome proper 


Work, fo IT humbly judge, that this 
ſeems to fall in, as the laſt Service fl a 
©W dying Chriſtian to his Generation, to de- 
nY liver off his Hand the Truth which he 
had received and bath oft proved, with his 


2 confirmatory Seal and Teſtimony there- 
1 to. And now is it in ſome more than or- 
dinary Way called for in this Hour ff 


great Darkneſs, when, if the Security f 
the abſolute Promiſes ſtood not good to 
the Church, we might fear Religion 
might quickly wear out, and Truth pe- 
riſh from the Earth; and as ſo ſolemn WM 
and weighty a Thing ſhould it be mana- 
ged with much humble Prudence, ſo that 
it may be judged, that there is no ſerzous. 
and obſerving Chriſtian, but bath ſome 


F 1 . under which they. 
And themſelves held even beyond others, 
2 8 7 8 2 e 1 
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ea, Tome ſuch ſingular Confirmation: If 
the Journal of their Life, that ſhould Ns 
not be eaſy to hide under the Ground; . 

N e the Rrengtheying of others here. 8 
& - | is concerned; and that ſuch ſhould . 
not then leave the Croſs of Jefus Chriſt I 
at a Loſs, or part therewith without It! 

; "ir Teſtimony, which häth left them Ws! 
[ E at fo great an dvantage. And tho' this 
is not to offer particular Rules in- ſuch 
2 a Duty, but that Chriſtian Wiſdom muſt 
direct herein, as the | preſent Caſe is 

1 — et mig bt it be hoped, 
| 2 were this more T to Heart, it ſhoull 
be a ſingular Means to make more dee) 
- Impreſſions of Mens dying Work on 
their Spirits. Even whilſt they are in 
Health, to -excite their ſurviving 
Friends, and to keep Religion thus 2 
live in a Family State and. Relation, 
and gain a more” venerable Reſpect to 
the fame on Mens Conſciences; yes 
"2 to fix alſo ftron 1 Engagements ol 
1 the ſucceeding: Offspring. ' 10 
=» Thus 1s preſented . a e Tdel 
1 wr: the ſolid and judicious Work d A 
+* Chriſtian Confirmation in the mat 40 
under theſe foregoing r * 


eee - has 
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Sale 4 n a „ 4 
bew, bow rare an Attainment of Reli- = 
gion this is, yea, to preſent herein a q | 
{pecial Series and Scale of the greateſt 3 
Steps in this confirmatory Work, by 
which it ſhould be followed. And none 
of theſe may be parted from other, 
tho ſome be of an higher and more 
abſolute Uſe for ſuch an End. And 
i it ſhould be © objected” kere, What 
needs any ſuch Expence of Time, or 
Pains in this Caſe, when tis ſure the 
eſſential Truths of the Goſpel are nt 
\ucftioned, and that without internal 1 
| Evidence of the Spirit, no external. 
Means of: wreck Kind can be of Uſe. 1!äũ 
ow that. tis the alone Work of the 
ly Ghoſt, to beget a divine and ſu- 
: pernatural Faith; Without which the' 7 
„ irtheſt Light and objective Evidence/, 
"oy backed with a continued Diſpen-- 
u tion of external Miracles, could ne- 
er bear Chriſtians out, either a8 to) 
ry or Comfort, in their Paſſage 
horow Time; yea; nothing is in the 
eat here to Gul ject. the Credit of our 
aith - to Mens rational Comprehenſi- | i ; 
th bat: rather | tends to enervate whol- 
| ne”: of way. N 8 1 9 
6 N 
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"A Derr pen of ths ones 
| 8 At take off all Pretence for the ſame : 
But 'tis ſure alſo, I muſt quit all 6. i 
ld Security in the Way of Religion, 
and any clear Founding in the Light 
and egy of the Serjpinre, or ad. 
mit theſe Things as undeniable. 

1. That ſupernatural Faith is the 
Wa highly — Light that's with- 
in Time. And that none, who profel 
© the Name of Chriſt, can be of ſo loy 
u Size, as ſhould: not be preſſed an 
excited to be much about this Ground: 
work of knowing the Truth 4nd Pri 
= ciples of their Profeſſion upon its om 
© Evidence ; yea, are thus called, as neu 
| Zorn Babes to drink in the ſracere M 
© of the Ford, 1 Pet. ii. Which, as tu 
dlearly in the Original, is the arion 

Mill of the Word, to be thus received, 
5 . no leſs on Conviction and Certain 
of the Judgment, than with the out 
going their Affectians. 

2. That as tis not conceiveable, hot 
a true and firm Aſſent can be to di 
vine Truth, but on its known Cer 
3 * tainty, fo: hore is no be ot tix 
Chri ians Faith on the ſtrongeſt 
* tional 3 n en $4 
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to be ſuch. 
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wats 
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Al be reſolved on the Deſtinowy of 
God, made clear and evident to them a 


3. It is ſive alſo; the Ladd hath not 
ven ſo large a Meaſure of theſe 
. and Demonſtrations of his 
Truth, with ſuch redoubled Arguments 


__— - "4 
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of that Kind, to be of ſo ſmall Re- 2 


gard as is with moſt. But for ſome _ 
great and univerſal Uſe hereof to the 
whole Church, and knew how needful 
ſuch Aſſiſtances to the Faith of his 
People would be whilſt they are en 4 
the: — — 
4. That theſe Means, which tend A 
moſt convincingly 10 found a ration! 
Aſſurande in the Judgment, are the 
roper Vehicle of 80 Spirit of God, 
7 which his ſealing Work ſhould be Al 
bach Looght e ae nor can 1 
judge how the Credit and Uſe hereok 
ſhoale be fo ſmall, and not on the ſame © 
Ground quit any external Ordinance { 1 
of the Goſpel z which without the Spi- 3 
kit of the Lord can never profit, nor 
how we ſhould expect and ſuit” be 
confirming Work on the Soul, when - 
theſe _ 8 Means, 2 £| 
2 7 "Obs. hae 1e bs 
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9 A Deſcription of the confirmed 

be hath given to the Church, have nd 
1 guſt Weight : But, oh l how wonderful ; 
& Teacher is the 77 8 Ghoſt, when ſuc} 


ordinary Means fail, and are inacceſſ. 


ble, by furniſhing his People then 
with theſe ſtrongeſt Arguments 
Tove and Power, Who having had br! 
Aimall Meaſures of Light, yet were no: 
unſaithful to improve the ſmalleſt De. 
Fgree of ſuch a Talent? 

5. Tea, ſo i 


I great a Thing is it, to at 
tain a folid Faith of Things wholl) 
remote from our Senſe, and fo far 2 
dove the Reach and Apprehenſion 
Nature, or to have an abſolute Reli 
anuce on an inviſible Refuge for ou! 
preſent and eternal State, as no com 
mon Aſſent can anſwer, when the-ver) 


nie in the fure and firm Perſwaſio! 
hereof, RET 8 
. Tt is t00 viftble alſo; how little thi 

practical Uſe of ſich a Mean bath ye 


who are Members thereof, might n. 
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if of Religion. The moſt uſual. inſtruct- 
ing Work lies almoſt wholly about the 

' noetic Part of Divinity, there ſeems not 
' that ſerious. Regard to preſs the diano- 
etic Part hereof on Mens Conſcience, 
as if this were to be reſtrainec to 
dg few, who are more knowing, learn- 
ed, and of an inquiſitive - Spirit about 
the rational Certainty of the Truth, 
and for whom theſe choice and abun» 4 
dant Helps of this Kind, which are in 
. this Age, ſeem more peculiarly dire&- 7 
ed. Tis ſure, that the Chriſtian Faith 
in the- firſt Times did remarkably then 
ſpread and prevaif, by theſe clear Evi- 
s hereof to the Judgment, made 
WM cftectual by the Spirit of God, more 
than 4 extraordinary Miracles. Nor 
knew they ' otherwiſe what it was d 
be Chriſtians, but by embracing the 
2 With - Ro of Un- 
| erſtanding g, no leſs than of Delight and 
"MW Aﬀeciion, But if it be objetted it is, 
1 not- the Caſe now, where Religion is 
10 planted m Nation, and hath an un- 
controulable public Profeſſion under the 3 
Support of human Laus; I know ne © 
Je Weight this an have, except 
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that it ſhould be granted, that Chriſti- 
ge mow wow be bam, and not new creat 


+ Nes, is it not foes, tho” it ſeem 
in e underſtood, _ that the primary 
| Grounds and Evidences: of our Faith, 
Fare not only as to their End, demon- 
3 ive of the Truth and Divinit of 
the Scripture, but are upon the Mat- 
ter, ſuch Demonſtrations alſo, which 
moſt natively reſult from the ſame 
2 infallible Co ſuence; „ and are 
thus to be accounted, not as humane 
but divine Arguments, siven us by the 
Viit of God. * 
8. 1 ſhall but further add, hows! Such 
"as do. ſeriouſly ponder Things, wall 
bod this Demonſtration to be no more 
Important than clear, that to be a con- 
firmed Chriſtian, and a confimed Prote- 
kant are convertible Terms; and that 
if they that are under that deplorable 
i ; er and Darkneſs of Popery, were 
but once awakened to ſee the Truth 
and Certainty.. of the Chriſtian Faith, 
its intrinſick and objective Evi- 
n and taken off that brutiſh Cres | 
| a e and e on "hy: alone 
| 9 8 edit 
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88 State of a CnarsTIaN. 73 
| Credit of others herein, it might be ſaid 
the ſtrongeſt Engine to hold up that Pro- 
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feſſion were then broke, and we ſhould: . | 
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ſee the Doctrine and Rule of Faith, td 
he of ſuch fall and perſpicuous Evi- of 
dence. from the Scripture, as without 


Blaſphemy, they could not feek from 


the Lord to give them a plainer Rule, 


* 


than what he hath there given. 
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Pins, a Soul „ tet not 4 wariews 
© Storms, . 3 
Which hourly fill the World with fre Alarms, 3 "0 
Invade thy Peace; nor diſcompoſe that Re, I 
Which thou may ft keep untouch'd within thy Breaſt; 
Amidſt thoſe Whirtwinds,"if thou keep but free 
The Intercourſe betwixt thy God and thee; * 
Thy Region lies above theſe Storms ; and now, Bo: 
Thy Thoughts art earthly, and they creep too . 2 
15 theſe can reach thee, or Acceſs can 1 75S 
bring or raiſe like Tempeſts in thy 77 : Wh: 
But yet in theſe Diforders Something Fo 3 gf "MN 
That's worth thy Notice, out of which the wifi 1] 
May trate and find that juſt and ' poxwer ful Hand 
That fattetly but ſurely doth command, 2 4 
4 . theſe e with that Still 7 4 1 


8 to croſs, Hey a8 bis Wilt, 
3 Diets thr fr Three, that fteers and bends 
4 i= -all Diforders, ro fuch Ends, 
- at / tak his Fuſtice, Goodneſs, Providence, 
cloſely guides it by his Influence. | 
25 though theſe Storms are lou, yet * walt, 
ere iHö,Üxr Meſſage that they tell: 
b, Work i not tb 1 3 *tis thy way 
q 18 * much Contentment would invite thy lay 
7; bo lony upon thy Journey; make it firange, 
| Unqwe/come News, to think upon a Change : 
. Whereas theſe rugged E 9 ſend” 
A Ten hts before thee to thy s End; 
© Guide thy > Bebe #ll 1 3 tel "pr Fw 22 
| | r hore is but in wainz © 
| „ | Make thee to ſet an 'equal Eftimate 
\ On this uncertain World, and à Juft Rate | 
90. that to come; they bid thee wait and fay | 
2 Until thy Maſter's Call, and and then with Toy... 3 
i 5 entertain. it. Such a Change as bn, 
n 2 G's, improve «IG 
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